
 
 

 
“Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles. 
And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked 
out for us.” —Hebrews 12:1  
We’re bringing back the fun of 
Halloween this year at MUMC! The 
pandemic put a few of our celebrations 
on hold last year, but Halloween is 
always a wonderful holiday for 
Christians to celebrate. The name tells 
the story: All Hallows Eve was the 
night before All Hallows Day 
(November 1st). “Hallow” basically 
means “holy”: we use it all the time 
when we pray the Lord’s Prayer and 
say, “hallowed be thy name.” So, on All 
Hallows Day, which is also known as 
All Saints Day, we remember the holy 
people of the church who have gone 
before us. All Hallows (Saints) Day was 
the Church’s response to the unsaved 
peoples around them being fascinated 
and terrified by death. “Worried about 

death?” the Church asked. “Let me tell you about the Lord who has defeated death! And let me tell you about those 
who have faced death with no fear thanks to their trust in Jesus!”  

So, the Church began to celebrate All Hallows (Saints) Day with All Hallows Eve as the vigil held the night before—
like Christmas Eve for Christmas Day. Just like Christmas Eve helps us prepare for the celebration of Christmas 
Day, All Hallows Eve helps us prepare for All Hallows (Saints) Day. Of course, All Hallows Eve is long to say, so 
people shortened it. People dropped the “all”, and then shortened evening to “e’en” instead of “eve”, and then they 
just made it all one word: Hallow-e’en…or as we like to spell it, Halloween.  

There are lots of different ways to celebrate Halloween, including rejoicing that as Christians we have nothing to 
fear from darkness and death. With all in our culture that wonders and worries about death, ghosts, and graves, we 
know that we worship a God that triumphs over anything death and darkness can deliver. That’s absolutely a 
reason to dress up, eat candy, and have fun (even if you do it at home). Use this holiday as a chance to tell the good 
news about Jesus, who defeats darkness and death and grants us that victory.  

Another way to celebrate is to give thanks for all of the Christians who have gone before us, whether people in the 
bible, church history, our church, or your families. Take time to read or talk about those who have lived faithful lives 
and helped make it possible for us to confess Jesus as Lord. There are so many people in the “great cloud of 
witnesses” whose lives have been gifts for us to help us grow in faith and love. 



Specific ways for you and/or your family to celebrate might include:  
●  Attend our All Hallows Eve Service! We start in the darkness of the graveyard and process into the church by 

candlelight. During the service, stories of martyrs and saints will be told, scripture will be read, and 
communion shared. It’s pretty much what you’ve longed for out of Halloween your whole life, even if you didn’t 
know it until now.  

●  Attend a Graveyard Tour! Watch your bulletin and Facebook for dates and time in October. The Graveyard 
Tour will highlight local history and the lives of some of our own MUMC saints. 

●  Choose a Christian something that a deceased loved one used in their faith and share it with your family. You 
might read from a favorite book/devotional/Bible passage, from their Bible that you’ve kept, or serve in a way 
that they loved to serve, or eat their favorite dish, and tell your friends and family about how you saw Jesus in 
your loved one’s life.  

●  Set out (or tape up) pictures of favorite Bible heroes or members of the Church Triumphant near wherever 
you eat. Let it be a meal reflection/conversation as you consider/share what it is you’re 

inspired by. If you’ve got kiddos, encourage them to place pictures of Christians who inspire them too.  
●  Read some of the “spookier” stories we have in the Bible together – for extra fun, you can tell them around a 

bonfire or with candles lit in the darkness :) Favorite spooky scriptures include: 1 Samuel 28:3-19 (King Saul 
& the Witch at Endor), Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Valley of the Dry Bones), Hebrews 11:32-12:3 (Great Cloud of 
Witnesses), Job 4:12-21 (Vision of Eliphaz the Temanite), Revelation 12:1-12 (the War in Heaven), and 
Matthew 14:22-33 (A Ghost on a Dark & Stormy Night). We’ll be talking about some of these during the 
October services, so make sure to listen in :)  

●  Read some of the verses about Jesus’ triumphing over death: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, John 5:21-29, John 
6:27-40, and 1 Corinthians 15. Talk about what happens when we die and what our hope in Jesus means for 
the future. If you’ve got zombie fans in the family, this is the perfect chance to talk about what it will really be 
like when the dead rise from their graves!  

Celebrate and give thanks this month for all of those who helped lead you to the Lord. Enjoy the “treats” as you 
celebrate their birthday into eternal life—and be encouraged and challenged by their example of faithful 
discipleship.  

Advent Devotionals  
Preparations for Advent are already gearing up – including for our own in-house Advent Devotional! Advent 
means “coming” or “arrival” and the season of Advent is a time of looking forward to the advent—the coming or 
arrival—of Jesus. Advent invites us to both remember how Jesus has come to us before—how as a baby “the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us”—and how Jesus will someday come again in glory.  
As we prepare MUMC’s 2021 Advent Devotional, we are looking for authors! If you would like to write an Advent 
devotion, please contact Pastor Magan at magan.stubblefield@gmail.com or 865.300.1831. Thank you! 

Help - tell us your Christmas traditions/recipes!  
For our 2021 Advent Devotional this year, we’d like to include MUMC family Christmas traditions, menus, and 
recipes. Please send in to the church office some/all of the following information to help us out! Submissions can 
be placed in the box outside the church office door or emailed to umc.middlesettlements@gmail.com.  

● A favorite Advent/Christmas tradition for me/my family is…  
● At Advent/Christmas we always eat…  
● The recipe for our traditional Advent/Christmas food is...  

All Hallows’ Eve Service  
8:00pm Sunday, October 31st  
Beginning in the Graveyard 
All are welcome to a candlelit All Hallows’ Eve, beginning @ 8:00pm here at Middlesettlements. All Hallows Eve 
(Hallow e’en) is the evening vigil before All saints Day, the festival in the Church that recalls the faith and witness 
of the men and women who have come before us. Our service will celebrate our continuing communion with them 
and challenge us to “run with perseverance the race marked out for us...since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1).  

Past attendees have declared this one of their favorite services of the year.  
  



Faithfulness 
"I will support the church with my presence, prayers, 

gifts and service!"  (Membership vow) 

August S.S. Worship Offering 
1 67 116 $10,435 
8 72 92 $3,895 

15 68 108 $7,919 
22 62 76 $1,470 
29 69 92 $4,410 

September S.S. Worship Offering 
5 69 78 $7,668 

12 54 64 $2,426 
19 54 74 $3,809 
26 54 64 $3,862 

Budget amount needed 
2021: $176,436 

Budget amount received 
2021: $183,323 

Louisville Christian Assistance Center: $630 
Memorial: $100 

Evangelism/soebox:80 
Evangelism/shoebox ministry: $50 

“Remember the Church in your will” 

 

Eternal Stewardship 
A permanent endowment can provide valuable 
financial support to your church forever.  
Middlesettlements United Methodist Church has 
existed for 225 years.  Just think about what a 
$5000.00 endowment established in 1796, the 
year the church was established, would have 
provided.  Assuming a 6% annual earnings rate 
and conservative fund management practices, 
the original $5000 contribution would have 
provided a total of $1,300,000 to date in support 
of the church, and the endowment would 
continue giving until the Lord returns. 
There are people with the Holston Conference 
Foundation who can help you understand how 
endowments function and how you can use them 
to carry out your wishes for supporting your 
church in perpetuity.  Talk with the pastor or 
other members of the church’s Permanent 
Endowment Program Committee for help with 
contacting a Foundation representative. 
 
Charge Conference 
Our Charge Conference will be held on Monday, 
October 18, at 7:00 p.m. at St Mark’s UMC. 
There will be three churches meeting together 
for charge conferences:  Middlesettlements, 
Sycamore Tree and St Mark’s. Everyone is 
invited. 

 
October Birthdays 

October 1—Jerome Kleinhans 
October 3—Jane Story 
October 7—Trysten Simpson 
October 8—Carolyn Crisp 
October 10—Declyn Milligan 
October 11—Corbin Dirmeyer 
October 12—Kenneth O'Connor 
October 13—Kate Keylon 
October 14—Dora Hooks 
October 15—Dennis Lovin, Chris Keylon 
October 17—Erin Smith 
October 20—Lowell Sneed 
October 24—Rachel Ammons, David Lewis 
October 25—Corey McAmis 
October 26—June Love-Shaw 
October 27—Ted Martin 
October 30—Heath Rogers 
November 1—Hudson Classon, Allyson Simpson 
November 4—Sam Rule 

October Anniversaries 
October 2—Jared & Melissa Duckett, 
                        Jake & Robin Turnmire 
October 4—Jason & Magan Stubblefield 
October 8—John & Margie Davis 
October 10—Jason & Leighanne Sisk 
October 16—Justin & Megan Marcus 
October 18—Joe & Ann Smith 
October 25—Andy & Staci Lawhorn 
November 5—Mark & June Shaw 

 

All Saints Services, 
November 7 
If you have lost a family 
member since last year’s All 
Saints Service and would like 
to have their memory honored 

on All saints Sunday, notify Joyce Overton 
(865.865.6990 or tnauntjo@gmail.com). Your 
loved one’s name and photo will be lifted up 
during the Sunday service on November 7. 
Deadline to provide a photo is October 31.  
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MIDDLESETTLEMENTS U.M.C. 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 14, 2021 
Attending:    
Donna Hammontree, Kathy Puckett, Magan 
Stubblefield, Kate Keylon, Kathryn Charbonneau, Jake 
Turnmire, Robin Turnmire, Joyce Overton, Laura 
Floyd, Roland Mote, Richard Davis, John Davis, Karen 
Lewis, David Lewis 
Meeting was opened with prayer by Laura Floyd. 

Minutes from the July 13 and August 29 meetings 
were approved.  Motion:  Joyce Overton, second: 
Robin Turnmire. 

Treasurer – David Lewis 
--Amount received as of 9/1/2021 = $168,091 
--Amount needed for budget = $158,340 
--Amount over budget = $9,751 
--Insurance cost of $8,000 will be paid next month 
which will use most of the $9,751. 

Finance Committee – Laura Floyd 
--The big thing is getting the 2022 budget requests 
from all the areas.  Finance will meet Tuesday, Sept. 
21 at 7:00 pm to work on the 2022 budget.  We have 
a tight timeline to get ready because Charge 
Conference is October 18 and our paperwork is due 
October 11. 
--Giving is solid.  We are ahead of budget. 

Pastor’s Report – Magan Stubblefield 
--We have recently made modifications in worship 
because of Covid-19 but not big changes. 
--In October we have plans for graveyard tours to 
learn our church history. 
--We are planning a Halloween service. 
--Homecoming is November 21.  We will recognize 
our church’s 225 years anniversary. 

Nurture Ministry – Magan Stubblefield / Megan 
Marcus 
--The children have resumed Wednesday night Bible 
study and Wiggling and Singing. 
--Child care is provided from 7:00 – 8:00 pm on 
Wednesdays during choir. 
--We need Sunday school teachers. 
--We are looking at how Covid-19 will affect our 
children’s program in the coming months. 
--The Youth are meeting at the FOD on Wednesdays.  
They are doing a great job in leading the worship 
service on Sunday nights. 

Outreach Ministry – Karen Lewis  
--Work is being done on the shoebox ministry 
project. 

--We will be providing Christmas for the 
Middlesettlements School children that we gave 
school backpacks. 
 
Worship Ministry – David Wells 
--No report. 

Trustees – Justin Marcus  
--We replaced the fellowship hall HVAC unit.  The old 
one lasted for 23 years. 
--All the new doors are installed.  There is still some 
work to do around them, but all are working as they 
should with no issues. 
--All the appliances are here for the kitchen.  Cabinet 
materials are arriving on Sept. 13.  We will start the 
kitchen remodel the week of Sept. 27. 
--We will paint all the doors/kitchen/fellowship hall 
at one time with the kitchen work. 
--The code for the push button locks will soon change 
to the permanent code once all the work is complete. 
--We are adding a pushbutton lock to the office 
building. 

SPR – Robin Turnmire 
--The SPR has met and has submitted their 2022 
budget recommendation to the Finance committee. 

Endowment Committee – Roland Mote 
--We have nine endowments funds.  Two are over 20 
years old and we take distribution yearly from the 
interest earned. At the end of June, $560,912 was the 
value of our funds. 
--The Vertrue Sharp fund is around 18 years old.  We 
have taken distributions of $95,000 over the years, 
which is 71% of what he gave to begin with.  The 
money Vertrue gave continues to grow and will bless 
our church in the years to come.  
--The endowment committee met recently and voted 
to change distribution from 3.5% to 4% on the funds 
from which we take a distribution. 
--The Pete Brown fund has grown enough to begin 
taking a yearly distribution in 2022.  The fund will 
generate around $500 per year.  The Council is 
considering possible uses based on the purpose of 
the fund which is to support life enrichment ministry 
to individuals who, by reason of physical or monetary 
limitation, are hindered from independently 
participating in activities and endeavors available to 
others in the community. 

Old Business 
-- Review of current Covid-19 protocol – We will 
leave as is for now until the next Council meeting or a 
significant change in Covid conditions. 

 
NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, November 9, 7:00 pm  
 
Submitted by Kathy Puckett   



  

 

 

November 7, deadline to turn in your shoebox. 
 
  



 

 
 

Staff 
Melinda Andes, Organist 
Robby Clemens, Pianist 
Kate Keylon, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Rev. Magan Stubblefield, Pastor 
Joyce Overton, Secretary 
Rev. Jason Roe, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
David Wells, Worship Ministry Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
October Youth Update 
We will be off for Fall Break (no youth Bible 
Study or Sunday Night Worship Oct. 3, 6, 10).  
We will do the Virginia Creeper, October 23. 
Youth will meet at the church at 7am. Bring 
money for your lunch and snacks. 

 
 

 
Dale and Grace Sawyer's on the death of their 
granddaughter, Holly. 
 
Mrs. Don (Laverne) Carpenter and family on the 
recent death of her sister-in-law Edwina Ruth 
Anderson. 

 
 

 

Day Light Savings 
Time Ends  

November 7 

Turn your CLOCKS BACK one hour on 
Saturday, November 6 before you go to 
bed, so you wake up at the correct time. 

 
 

Middlesettlements Memorial Fund 
 

 

Please write on your check to 
whom the memorials are for 
and put in mailbox for 
Memorials outside the 
Church office, put in offering 
plate or mail to the Church. 

   Given in memory of Callie Brown 
       by Donna Hammontree 

 
 


