
 

 

“One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray...” Luke 11:1a 

 
It was with a great sense of relief that I found out that prayer didn’t always happen naturally. I always 
thought something was wrong with me that I didn’t love to pray – or that I felt lost and awkward. 
Discovering prayer was a practice that was learned was relieving: I just hadn’t been taught how to pray! 
 
Now this doesn’t mean that pray cannot happen naturally – it can. And it doesn’t mean that my church and 
family neglected my prayer life – they didn’t. But I had taken everything that I had and hadn’t heard about 
prayer and God and wishing-upon-stars and jumbled it all together, and then bailed when it didn’t go how 
I thought it would in the first few minutes of effort (I am not really into delayed gratification). By my 
twenties, I had recognized prayer was a struggle for me. By my thirties, I hadn’t made any progress. 
Thankfully, I finally heard and realized I was one of those Christians who had to learn how to pray. 
 
If you’re like me, or if you’d like to learn more about prayer, this summer at MUMC is for you. We’ll be 
talking about prayer in our worship service as we “Summer in the Psalms”, we’re hosting a thought-
provoking but easy online bible study about prayer, and we’ll continue to host online prayer services every 
Wednesday. As you join in, here’s a few challenges: 

1. Just Do It. Don’t limit talking to God to blessing your food or praying for the sick (although both of 
these are great!). Try out the different invitations to prayer we’re offering, pray the Psalm of the week, 
try out the prayer practices we sent in our previous newsletter, join in on the online prayer study. Will 
it be awkward? Probably! Learning to pray is kind of like watching kids learn to walk—it’s not graceful 
and frustration happens, but the only way forward is practice.  

2. Talk to God, not an Audience. Whether you’re praying out loud, in public or in private, the real 
conversation partner is God. He’s really real, He’s really listening, and He really heard everything you 
were thinking or talking about all week long. You’re not giving a public speech, so you don’t need to 
worry about correct grammar or offending/disappointing other people. The pope isn’t judging you 
with a checklist as you talk. So, give up figuring out the “right thing to say” and instead talk to God. 
Allow him to convict you and change your mind – or give you a sense of peace. He already knows if you 
don’t want to love your enemies, so talk to him about that. He already knows if you can’t forgive 
someone, so talk about it. He already knows you lost your temper, or let your preferences blind/skew 
you, there’s no hiding it from him. But bringing it to him in prayer means you’re taking the first steps 
in turning it over to him, instead of cordoning off areas of your life where you don’t want God to enter.  

 
May God bless you as you learn to pray and open yourself up to him in new ways. 

Pastor Magan 
  



 

Record of Faithfulness 
"I will support the church with my presence, prayers, gifts 

and service!"  (Membership vow) 

 S.S. Worship Offering 
May S.S. 10:30 a.m.  

3 Home worship $6,475 

10 Home worship $3,517.23 

17 Home worship $4,150 

24 Home worship $2,105 

31 Home worship $3,976 

June S.S. Worship Offering 
7 Home worship $5,335.00 

14 Home worship $4,519.20 
21 Drive in Worship 78 $4,863.47 
28 Drive in Worship 71 $3,007.00 

Budget amount needed 
2020 $114,426 

Budget amount received 
2020: $113,769.42 

Louisville Christian Assistance Center: $405 
Pastor’s Discretionary: $920 

Evangelism/backpack/buckets: $325 
Dale Love Scholarship Fund: $200 

“Remember the Church in your will” 
 

Middlesettlements Memorial Fund 

 

Please write on your check to whom the 
memorials are for and put in mailbox for 
Memorials outside the Church office, put 
in offering plate or mail to the Church. 

 
July Birthdays 

July 3, Ina Bolton, Nell Jenkins, Karen Lewis, Andrew 
Webb 

July 10, Bill Floyd, Deonna Woodlief 
July 14, Frank Story, Ruby Kuhlman 
July 16, Helen Lifford 
July 17, Thomas Stubblefield 
July 18, Kyle Hooks 
July 19, Kay Long 
July 21, Conner Bolton 
July 22, Polina Watkins 
July 26, J. B. O'Connor 
July 29, Wilma Glandon, Callie Brown 
July 31, Roland Mote 
August 1, Tristyn Jennings 

July Anniversaries 
July 7, Jacob & Eliza Bryant 
July 10, Daniel & Renee Mote 
July 17, Michael & Judy Cohan 
July 27, David & J.J. Wells 
July 29, Chris & Kim Caldwell 
July 31, Lee & Beth Dirmeyer 
August 5, Steve & Pam Carico 

Access Denied, again: We recently found an airline that was flying from US 
to Russia. We purchased the tickets, stored our belongings, said goodbyes, packed for 
5 growing children for 2+years, and emotionally prepared ourselves for re-entry. We 
rented a van & drove from Indiana to NYC to make our 3rd attempt to return home. 
Our arrival date was June 13 which was just before the grace period for our 
documents was to expire. When we arrived at JFK in New York, we learned that our 

flight (all flights) were yet again canceled and there is no way to go to Russia. We will get about 90% returned 
from the airline, but the hotels, car rentals, and other expenses are gone with the wind. 
Some good news, a day ago the Ru gov issued a decree that allows people like us to stay abroad until Sept 15 
without losing our documents. We're trying to settle in again while we wait for another opportunity to go home. 

I wrote that (above) yesterday morning. In the hours since then God has reminded me that we are all healthy, we 
have a warm house to comfortably sleep in, a reliable vehicle loaned to us, family nearby & some we will see soon, 
amazing weather, virtually no bugs, & lots of vitamin D. We really don't have anything lacking in our lives. In fact, 
every need, throughout all these years, has been met one way or another. 

Most importantly, our greatest need is met on a Roman cross & sustained by the resurrected Messiah. Despite the 
constant barrage of fear, despair, division, & chaos from the talking heads, there are millions of places where heaven 
is touching earth. The followers of Jesus are the overlap. We are a holy priesthood, tiny mobile temples made of every 
color of flesh. Imperfect as we are, we are his ambassadors, his hands & feet. Insignificant as they seem, every act of 
love in patience or justice or compassion or protection or self-control or humility, at work or in our neighborhoods 
or in our homes, as we travel or as we hole up, face-to-face or facetime or through the screendoor or in the comment 
section, we are to be his kingdom come & his will done on earth as it is in heaven. And is there a greater joy than to 
love those whom Jesus loves?! So, I implore you, as I know you would implore me even now, to take captive every 
thought and seize every moment for the hope we have in Jesus & for the benefit of the family members, coworkers, 
enemies, friends, strangers, & actual neighbors we are blessed to have in our lives.  

Much love from all of us to all of you! Kevin, Emily, & chillens 



Christian sympathy is extended to David, 
Karen, Anna, Wesley, and Andrew Lewis on the 
death of David's grandmother, Sarah Edith 
Tillison. Please keep the family in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
Christian Sympathy is extended to Lois 
Malkemes on the recent death of her sister. 
Jeanne M. (Malkemes) Hickman. Please keep 
Lois and her family in your thoughts and prayers, 

Christian Sympathy is extended to Kenneth and 
Joyce O’Connor on the recent death of Joyce’s 
brother, Donald E. Johnston. Please keep this 
family in your thoughts and prayers. 

Thank you so much to Middlesettlements 
Church for all your prayers, kind words and 

cards during the passing of my sister, Jeanne M. 
(Malkemes) Hickman 

–Lois Malkemes 

 
Update on  
Sue Givens 

Good Evening! 
Today at the 
hospital, they 
had four nurses 
helping with the 

chemo patients and so every time one of the 
chemo chemicals was finished, they were right 
there to start the next chemo. I am very tired, but 
everything went very well. Praise God! Seek the 
Lord and His strength; seek His presence 
continually! My next chemo is in three weeks, 
Lord willing. Thank you so much for your 
prayers. 1 Chronicles 16:11.  
 
New Sunday books may be picked up in the 
Blanche Classroom. If you would like to schedule 
a time to pick up, you can contact Joyce at 865-
705-6990 (text or call). 

 
Memorial Scholarships - 2020 Recipients 
Since its inception in 1983, the Memorial 
Scholarship Fund has presented $65,833 in 
scholarships to MUMC’s young people to use for 
their college education.  A total of 66 individuals 
have received scholarships at least once and 
many received scholarships for two or more 
years for a total of 128 scholarships awarded 
since 1983. 

Each year in May, a special offering is taken for 
the Dale Love Memorial Scholarship, which this 
year was $1,950.  The Robert and Callie Goddard 
Scholarship is funded by the interest earned 
from the Goddard trust fund and amounted to 
$1,163. It is wonderful that the families and 
friends of Dale Love and Robert and Callie 
Goddard established and have supported these 
scholarships through the years.  

Each recipient for 2020 will receive $622 from 
the Memorial Scholarship Fund.   

This year’s recipients are: 
 Anna Alloway 
 Dakota Lane 
 Sarah Mills 
 Caroline Moore  
 Carson Wells 
Anna will be a senior at Tusculum University 

majoring in elementary education.   
Dakota will be a senior at Pellissippi State in 

automated industrial systems.    
Caroline will be a sophomore in occupational 

therapy at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College.   

Carson will be a junior at Carson-Newman in 
chemistry, pre-pharmacy.   

We congratulate each of these young people in 
their endeavors to obtain their education and 
will pray for God’s blessing on their studies, 
plans for the future, and their lives of faith. 
  



.  

Staff 
Melinda Andes, Organist 
Robby Clemens, Pianist 
Kate Keylon, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Rev. Magan Stubblefield, Pastor 
Joyce Overton, Secretary 
David Wells, Worship Ministry Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

July 11 PIZZA AND GAMES in the Fellowship Hall - cancelled 

July 24 GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAIN HERITAGE CENTER - Cancelled 

 

Dear Middlesettlements Family, 

Middlesettlements UMC has been approved to resume in-person worship with a drive-in worship service! Our first 
drive-in service was June 21st @ 10 am at the Field of Dreams (2508 Middlesettlements Rd/Maryville 37801). 
Of course, there were some adjustments as we shifted to our new location and figure out the logistics. Online services 
will continue: each week the drive-in service will be recorded, edited, and released online the following week at 10 am. 
When God laid it on our church's heart for worship services at this location years ago, we had no idea it would be like 
this, but we give thanks that we have this opportunity for worship together. There's a lot to be excited about when it 
comes to drive-in church: good music, smiling faces, and you can continue in your new habit of worship in your jammies 
(you're welcome to bring popcorn too). Most of all, God will be worshiped and glorified as we gather together in worship. 
Curious about why we're not in the church building? The guidelines for safe, in-building worship were going to be 
difficult for a church as musical and full of people as ours (but we thank the Lord we're a full and musical church!!). 
Keeping all households at least 6 feet apart in every direction would mean multiple services, with deep cleaning in 
between, and we would have to turn people away if we met safe capacity. Congregational singing has been linked to 
outbreaks, so our Bishop has asked us to refrain, and masks would need to be worn by everyone (even children) the 
entire time to protect our most vulnerable. Our drive-in service allows for flexible crowd size, music, and *everyone* to 
participate safely. We're excited at the chance to gather in-person for worship *and* outdo ourselves in love and concern 
for our neighbors and community. 

Thanks be to God! 
In Christ, 

Pastor Magan Stubblefield June 16, 2020

 


