
 
 

19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, 
to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To 
those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under 
the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became 
like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under 

Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, 
to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means 
I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its 
blessings. 24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets 

the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They 
do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like 
someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my 
slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

—1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

I’ve always liked these words of the Apostle Paul, but I don’t feel like I’ve ever *owned* them until these last few 
months. Of course, that makes me sound like I’ve been especially good, but what I actually mean is that I’ve been 
forcibly pushed into flexibility, creativity, and adventure. My own preferences are much more normal than anything 
I’ve been doing since March (ha!), but Paul has made it clear my own personal preferences never mattered all that 
much anyway. So, I’ve done worship, bible study, prayer, and fellowship differently than I ever have before - so have 
you! We’re all called, as free people, to do whatever it takes to bless others and share the good news of Jesus....even 
if it strips us of our personal preferences or freedoms. 

Flexibility, creativity, and adventure sound like good things on paper – probably because they really are good! I’m 
already tired of experiencing them, but I can’t deny that there are so many opportunities in them that I’ve already 
seen. We have the chance to share the good news of Jesus in ways we never would have tried, which means we have 
the chance to reach people we never would have reached. We have the chance to have our whole world turned upside 
down, which means we have the chance to figure out what really matters to us. We have the chance to lean on Jesus 
in ways we never would have admitted we needed, which means we have the chance to keep even closer to the cross. 

There’s a prayer I love that thanks God for tribulation because it leads people into prayer: “we thank you for our 
enemies cause they keep us on our knees.” Whether you’re overwhelmed or bored or lonely or weak, all of that can 
be used and redeemed by God. Wherever you are, it’s you that’s there, and it’s you who God loves and can use for 
good. So “run in such a way as to get the prize” and accept the gifts and graces He’s given you for life even in 2020.  

And of course, if you ever need someone to talk to or pray with you, contact me. 

Pastor Magan 

Drive-In-Thank You 
‘Tis the season of everything being changed...and then changed again...and then changed again! For all of the 
volunteers and staff that have creatively weathered all the changes, we give thanks to God! For our drive-in service, 
we especially want to give thanks for the hard work of Norman Goodson, Joe Smith, Luther Goodson, Johnny Davis, 
Donnie Hooks, Mike Andes, Randy Bolton, Steve Hammontree, Josh Marler, Justin Marcus, Anna Lewis, Joyce Overton, 
& Karen Lewis. They set up trailers & tents & electrical installation, repaired the driveway up to the top, organized 
parking, recorded the service, took attendance, and collected offering. Wow!! And as always, we’re grateful for the 
musicians (vocal and instrumental) who have so beautifully led us in worship and for the Turnmire family teaching 
deep truths in fun and funny ways.  



 

Record of Faithfulness 
"I will support the church with my presence, prayers, gifts 

and service!"  (Membership vow) 

 S.S. Worship Offering 
June S.S. 10:30 a.m.  

7 Home worship $5,335.00 
14 Home worship $4,519.20 
21 Drive in Worship 78 $4,863.47 
28 Drive in Worship 71 $3,007.00 

July  S.S. Worship Offering 
5 Drive-in Worship 70 $8,199.50 

12 Drive-in-Worship 87 $6,914.01 
19 Home Worship $2,232.45 
26 Home Worship $6,412.49 

Budget amount needed 
2020: $132,030 

Budget amount received 
2020: $137,527.87 

Louisville Christian Assistance Center: $641 
Evangelism/backpack: $130 

COVID: $400 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund: $200 

Bounty Table: $20 
Memorial fund: $55 

“Remember the Church in your will” 
 

Children 
• Sunday School: Beginning August 2nd, our 

kiddos start a new Sunday schedule! Videos 
from the beloved Jesus Storybook Bible will 
be available each week online for students of 
all ages, as well as simple discussion 
questions. 

• Wednesday Nights: Wednesday Night 
Children’s Department Zoom Meetings with 
Ms. Kate will resume August/September 
(start date differs by age). More information 
will be available via email and our children’s 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/Middl
esettlementsKids/). 

• Monthly Discipleship Box: Plans are 
underway for a monthly discipleship box 
hand-delivered to your door! We miss 
gathering together (and the many! blessings 
of meeting together) *and* we recognize the 
incredible gift and responsibility families 
have to lead their children to the Lord, 
especially now. Beginning in September, our 
children’s department will send out a 
monthly discipleship box containing simple, 
at-home family discipleship opportunities. If 
you’d like to help deliver/assemble these 
boxes, let us know! 

 
August Birthdays 

August 5, Tristyn Jennings 
August 11, Steve Hammontree, Mattie Nguyen 
August 13, Bobby Alloway 
August 14, Brenda Crisp, Bridget Jenkins 
August 15, Molly Carico 
August 21, Paul Davis, Teresa Morton 
August 23, Lynn Talbott 
August 26, Dennis Cardin 
August 29, Jessie Clemens 
August 30, Melissa Webb 
September 1, Edward McMurray 

August Anniversaries 
August 5, Steve & Pam Carico 
August 7, Roland & Leona Mote 
August 9, Howie & Rachel Ammons 
August 16, Mike & Kay Long 
August 18, Dale & Wanda Stephens 
August 25, Keith & Leslie McAmis 
September 3, Lynn and Linda Talbott 

Young Adult Sunday School 
Our Young Adult Sunday School Class continues to 
meet over Zoom as we read through and discuss 
Ben Quash’s Heresies and How to Avoid Them. If 
you’d like to join us, we’d love to have you! Contact 
Pastor Magan (pastor.middlesettlements@gmail.com) 

to sign up 😊 

Genesis Sunday School Class 
The Genesis Class meets every Sunday to pray, 
fellowship, and discuss the bible (using the Adult 
Bible Studies Curriculum). If you’d like to join in, 
contact Karen Lewis or the church office 
(umc.middlesettlements@gmail.com). 

Congratulations Graduates Sunday—August 2 
William Blount High School 

Molly Carico 
Hudson Classon 

Heritage High School 
Kathryn Charbonneau 

Tennessee School of Beauty 
Rhiannon Morton 

Fire Academy 
Ty Lawhorn 

Maryville College 
Robby Clemens IV 

LMU—Nursing  
Grace Moore  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MiddlesettlementsKids/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MiddlesettlementsKids/
mailto:pastor.middlesettlements@gmail.com
mailto:umc.middlesettlements@gmail.com


Church Council Minutes -July 14, 2020 

Because MUMC is shut down during the COVID-
19 virus outbreak, reports from each area were 
submitted by email and are in the information 
provided below.  

Treasurer – David Lewis 
--Amount received as of 7/14/2020 = $129,290 
--Amount needed for budget = $125,300 
--Amount over budget = $3,990 
--David’s reports are attached to the minutes 
email. 

Finance Committee – Laura Floyd 
--Overall, church finances remain very strong! 
Our giving’s are on pace with last year and 
expenditures are within budget, with some 
savings in certain areas. The general fund 
balance is also strong, and I am not seeing 
anything that is concerning. For committee 
chairs, I ask that you evaluate financial needs for 
2021 so that I can start the process of preparing 
the 2021 budget. A specific ask for budgets will 
be made once we know the expected budget 
submission date. 

Pastor’s Report – Magan Stubblefield 
-- We continue to give thanks to God for our 
gifted and dedicated volunteers and staff! Thanks 
to them, we have been able to handle the 
transition from in-person worship, to online, to 
drive-in, and back to online. It’s been a time of 
growth, flexibility, and challenge: both mentally 
and spiritually. There has been a lot to learn, 
revision, and reimagine! Even still, our goal 
remains the same: the worship of God, whom we 
believe is not only worthy of our worship at all 
times and in all places, but through whom 
purpose, peace, and joy are given in all 
circumstances. 
--Many have reached out through 
cards/calls/conversations to let me know how 
much the Sunday morning services have meant 
to them, whether online or at our drive-in 
service. In addition to these services, we’ve 
offered online and/or socially distant Sunday 
schools, as well as online Wednesday night Bible 
studies. We’re currently in the middle of our 
online confirmation course for older students 
unable to participate last year. 
--I love being in person, but I’ve been amazed at 
the many ways in which God has used this season 
to reach/minister to those outside of our usual 

circle. Surely there is evil, and things that can be 
meant for evil, but God is able to redeem all 
things and use them for good. It’s a blessing to 
see Middlesettlements UMC continue to be a 
church that participates in the good that God is 
doing!  

Nurture Ministry–Magan Stubblefield/Kate Keylon  
--Brainstorming is underway this summer as we 
face an equally “different” fall. Volunteers and 
leaders from our children’s, youth, and adult 
departments are praying and imagining ways to 
reach out as we go in and out of socially distant 
phases. Especially important to us is equipping 
all disciples for home discipleship: this is 
important always, but even more so now! Yet we 
recognize that for many, this is a hard season to 
be given one more thing to learn how to do, so 
much thought is being given on how to help 
disciples deepen their faith in meaningful and 
practical ways at home. 

Outreach Ministry – Karen Lewis  
--Still partnering with St Marks UMC and 
Emanuel UMC doing food deliveries every 
Monday. We also give the children a few books. 
--On our last delivery we will give each student a 
new backpack and a $10 Walmart gift card to get 
ready for school. 
--Helped a local lady with some home repairs. 
East Maryville Baptist provided a mission team 
and we donated $400 to help with the supplies 
needed. 

NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, Sept 8. 

 
Thank you, dear church family, for your cards and 
prayers at the loss of my sweet sister.  

– Irene Tomlinson 

I appreciate so much all the cards and all the other 
wishes I received for my birthday. I love my church 
family and miss you. Please pray for us. Jay has 
gone back to work but he needs prayers too.  

– Helen Lifford 

To My MUMC Family, 
Thank you so much for the scholarship money! I 
truly enjoy having such a great church family! 
Your support and constant faith are such a 
blessing in my life and in my future endeavors! 
Thank you ALL again and God Bless! 

With Love, Anna Cate  



.  

Staff 
Melinda Andes, Organist 
Robby Clemens, Pianist 
Kate Keylon, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Rev. Magan Stubblefield, Pastor 
Joyce Overton, Secretary 
David Wells, Worship Ministry Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult Ministries August events have been cancelled 
because of COVID. 
 
 

Middlesettlements Memorial Fund 

 

Please write on your check to whom the 
memorials are for and put in mailbox for 
Memorials outside the Church office, put 
in offering plate or mail to the Church. 

Given in memory of Damian Lovato 
     by Elaine Butcher 
Given in memory of Donald E. Johnson 
     by Elaine Butcher 
Given in memory of Bootsie Loveday 
     by Elaine Butcher 
Given in memory of Jim Lewis 
     by Elaine Butcher 
Given in memory of Tammy Presley 
     by Elaine Butcher 
Given in memory of Jeanne M. (Malkemes) 

Hickman 
     by Ina Bolton 

 
 

Dear medical-missions’ 
supporters, I pray this 
finds you healthy and 
content… or at least, like 
me, trying to lean more 
fully into our Father’s care. 

Co-laborers in Egypt wrote in a 2018 newsletter: Our 
Triune God loves relationships at His core. Relationships 

are not just something He added on when He created 
the world and humans. God is all about relationship, 
having enjoyed fellowship within the Trinity since before 
time. And this is very, very good news for us! The God of 
the Bible is not just a remote overseer who knows and 
controls all things but really can’t be known. He is not 
just someone with whom we fulfill our spiritual 
obligations and hope that in the end it will be enough. 
He is closer to us than our closest relationship and 
wants to be deeply known by us as well. 

I think that’s why this extended social-distancing season 
(ugh, those words!) is so hard for us. There are many 
sad things happening, too. More than ever we need our 
lifeline to the Father and then to share that rescue with 
others. For many missionaries, face-to-face sharing has 
been tabled indefinitely, and we long for restoration in 
so many areas of our lives and ministries. 

We appreciate your gratitude and your encouragement 
and friendship, and for your faithful generosity, 
whether in intercession, financial support or 
participation on teams. May you be blessed richly with 
all that counts for eternity in return for sustaining your 
relationship with us. 

Until He returns or calls, 

Betsy 

Ash (retired pastor) & Betsy Aeschliman (BSN-RN) 
MTW Int’nl Medical Missionaries 

The Bishop and Cabinet 

has extended church 

closure for two more 

weeks. We will continue 

online on Sundays at 10:00 

a.m. 


