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GATHERING 
Invitation 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to 
purify a people as his own. —based on Titus 2:11-14 

 

Opening Prayer 
Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Let us pray. 
O Living God, give us a spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation, so that as the scriptures are read and 
your word is proclaimed, the eyes of our hearts 
might be enlightened to know the hope to which you 
have called us, the riches of the glorious inheritance 
in the saints, and the immeasurable greatness of 
your power at work in us, through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.     —based on Ephesians 1:17-19  

 

PROCLAMATION 
Old Testament Lesson, Isaiah 52:7-10 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalter, Psalm 8 
O Lord our Lord, you have set your glory in the heavens. 
How majestic is your name in all the earth! 
Out of the mouths of infants and children you have set 

up a defense against your foes to silence the enemy 
and avenger.  

When I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and stars which you have 
established; 

What are human beings that you are mindful of them? 
What are mortals that you care for them? 

You have made them a little lower than the angels 
and crowned them with glory and honor. 

You have given them dominion over the works of your 
hands;  

You have put all things under their feet:  
all sheep and oxen, even the wild beasts of the field, the 

birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever 
passes along the paths of the sea. 

O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth!  

 

New Testament Lesson, Hebrews 2:5-17 
This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Lesson, John 1:1-5, 10-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. 

Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 
He was in the world, and though the world was made 

through him, the world did not recognize him. 
He came to that which was his own, but his own did 

not receive him. 
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in 

his name,  
He gave the right to become children of God. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 

Homily 
 



RESPONSE 
On this day, God made our salvation known to Mary by the 

message of an angel. Filled with confidence, let us pray. 
Merciful God, your will for all people is healing and 

salvation;  
We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
Today especially we give you thanks and praise that the 

Virgin Mary heard with faith the message of the angel, 
and by the power of your Holy Spirit conceived and 
bore the Word made flesh.  

From the warmth of her womb to the stillness of the 
grave he shared our life in human form, that being 
himself without sin, he might heal and clean us from all 
sin. In him new light has dawned upon the world and 
you have become one with us that we might become 
one with you. 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 

You are invited to add your own thanksgivings. 
 

What are human beings that you are mindful of them? What 
are mortals that you care for them? But you work to bring 
comfort, salvation, and peace.   

Comfort those who mourn, worry, grieve, or are lonely. 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
Sustain and provide for those who find themselves without 

food, shelter, community, or medical care. 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
Mend broken relationships, knit families and churches 

together, and bless all who are seeking ways to be faithful 
in new circumstances. 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
Grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or 

disabled, that they may be made whole; 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our 
prayers. 

 

You are invited to name those for whom you intercede. 
 

Hear us, Lord; for your mercy is great. 
Bless physicians, nurses, first-responders, and all others 

who minister to the suffering, granting them wisdom and 
skill, endurance and courage; rest and faith. 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
Bless leaders and lawmakers with courage and wisdom to 

guide the nations into health and peace. 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by 

the grace and consolation of your Holy Spirit those who 
are bereaved;  

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
You are the Lord who does wonders: 
You have declared your power among the peoples. 
Hear us, O Lord of Life: 
Heal us, and make us whole. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: so fill us with your grace, that we in all things may 
accept your holy will and rejoice in your salvation.  

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. With the confidence of children of God, let us pray 
as he taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. 

 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace 
to trust his promises and obey his will; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 
 


