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In attempting to write a church history, it is always difficult
to decide where to begin. Of course, the real beginning for any
Christian church must be traced back to the time of Jesus Christ.
1 keep remembering the words of that old hymn, “The church’s
one foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord.” There can be no story
on church histories or roots without the recognition that Jesus
Christ must be the root, the source, the vine, and the foundation
of any congregation of people who call themselves a church.

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus told Peter, “Upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
Throughout the centuries, many forces (both without and within)
have sought to weaken and destroy God’s church. It endured
severe persecutions by the Romans during those early years, the
great schism where the western and eastern churches divided into
the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox churches,
the long conflict with the believers of Islam, the ill-advised
Crusades, and the Protestant Reformation. These and many other
events have often shaken the hierarchy of the church as well as
the faith of Christian believers. Yet, the church has endured.
Here we are today at Middlesettlements United Methodist Church
serving as an example of one of the many churches lifting our
voice in praise as we thank God for the Holy Spirit’s sustaining
power in leading and keeping us together through many, many
years.

As we consider the origins of Middlesettlements, we should
remind ourselves of the beginning of Methodism itself. Unlike
many denominations, the Methodist movement began not as a
church (John Wesley remained a priest in the Anglican Church
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